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Introduction 
Baptism and Confirmation are important both in their own right as rites of passage in 
church membership and also as pastoral opportunities for Mission and Growth.   This 
applies especially to baptism where the presentation of child with a request for baptism or 
a conversation with an adult can provide a marvellous opportunity to engage with hopes, 
expectations and the faith, however tentative, of the person making the request. 

It is important to note that the understanding of the significance and meaning of baptism 
and confirmation is not uniform throughout the Anglican Communion and care should 
therefore be exercised in interpreting any statement as being authoritative, especially if it 
originates overseas.   As an example, the Episcopal Church in the USA has a very different 
understanding of baptism and its relationship with priestly ministry to that held both in the 
Church of England and also more widely throughout the Catholic tradition.  

Baptism 
The Importance of welcoming the request 

Any request for baptism should be welcomed warmly and openly.   Whether it is made by 
an adult for themselves or on behalf of their child, there is a reason for the request.   In 
many cases the person themselves may be quite unclear what has brought them to this 
point, but a sensitive exploration of why they have come and how to take this forward is 
far more likely to help them to grow and to meet their spiritual needs than any form of 
blanket policy and practice.   In many cases the driving force will be some seed of faith 
which needs to be nurtured and grown.   There are still cases where pressure from an 
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older generation is involved or the feeling that this is what happens in polite society, but 
these again provide opportunities to engage with people with whom we would not 
otherwise have met and who, for whatever reason, wish to engage with us. 

Duty and Legalities 

We need to be quite clear that any parish priest has a duty to baptise any child presented 
for baptism and that they may only delay in order to prepare or instruct the parents, 
guardians or godparents.   It is actually an offence to fail to follow this practice and 
instruction is intended to be sensible rather than some insistence on a course of action 
which will clearly ensure that the baptism will not happen.    Any request for the baptism of 
a child should be met with a positive response.   If the parents have separated and both 
have parental responsibility but only one parent presents the child for baptism then it is 
important to discover whether the other parent is aware of the plans and if they approve.   
If they do not approve then the Diocesan Registry must be consulted.   For further details 
on who has parental responsibility for a child, see Section Ten of these Guidelines. 

It is both unlawful and pastorally inappropriate to refuse to baptise a child who is likely to 
die in the near future.  

Practicalities 

The practicalities of how baptism of children is administered will clearly vary from place to 
place and although the canons only require one weeks notice, not only will most people 
give far more but might be expected to work within any usual rotas which are reasonable, 
not least in a multi parish benefice where a baptism on a particular date may not be feasible 
because there are already baptism elsewhere on that date. 

However, it is unreasonable to expect people to wait for more than a week or two beyond 
their preferred date, particularly if long notice is given and a policy that baptisms only 
happen on certain Sunday of the month may be convenient and work in most cases but 
cannot be an absolute and unbreakable rule. 

Main Service or Afternoon  

The canons indicate that baptism shall normally be administered at public worship when the 
most number of persons shall be present.   Whilst a baptism service is always a public 
occasion it may not be feasible to follow this ruling too strictly.   Whilst a small family 
group may fit well into a service which normally has a number of children present, it is 
clearly a nonsense for a baptism party of one hundred to be part of a service which has a 
regular congregation of a dozen or so.   What was intended to provide a welcome for 
those outside the family has now become a take-over and defeats the purpose entirely, 
especially if the liturgy is not welcoming to those who are unfamiliar with it or this is the 
only service of the month at which the parish priest will be present.  

However, when baptism does take place at a separate service, usually in the afternoon, it is 
essential that members of the regular congregation are present to welcome the newly 
baptised on behalf of the church and to give them a card from the church.   Such an 
approach can have a very positive effect.   Where the Church Council support a policy of 
afternoon baptisms it should be stressed that a number of the regular congregation must 
attend if this policy is to continue. 
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Liturgical Guidelines 
Common sense needs to apply and the liturgy used needs to be both that which is lawful and also 
presented in such a manner as to meet the needs of the congregation concerned and to speak to 
who they are rather than who we might like them to be.   Careful use of the options within 
Common Worship is usually very helpful in this respect and responses and material which involve 
people are far more welcoming than long prayers from the officiating minister.   However, it has to 
be stressed that the approach and style of the priest is equally important in creating an atmosphere 
of prayer and welcome which speaks to the congregation.   . 

Baptism Registers and Adopted Children 

The baptism register must be completed.   The name of the father should be the same as 
that on the birth certificate or on the adoption order.   Care should be taken when the 
request for baptism comes from only one parent if the parents are separated.   If either 
parent does not agree you should contact the Diocesan Registrar.   Further guidance on 
who has and does not have parental responsibility can be found in Section Ten of these 
Guidelines. 

Confirmation 
The dates of all confirmation services are agreed by the Bishops during the preceding year 
and then available through one of the regular e-mail circulations and also on the diocesan 
web-site.   At present the policy is to offer two services to each deanery each year, one to 
be held on a Sunday and the other on a weekday evening.   There are also services at the 
Cathedral on Easter Eve, Pentecost and near to the feast of All Saints.   Requests for 
Confirmation services to meet particular local needs at other times should me made 
through the offices of either the Diocesan or Suffragen Bishops. 

The order of service should be agreed with the Bishop’s office beforehand and should 
follow the order set out in Common Worship.   The Bishops are very happy to baptise 
candidates at confirmation services. 

Each bishop issues their own guidelines for the service.   However, it is helpful if all books, 
registers and certificates which require signing are collected in one place and laid out ready 
for signature.   If the bishop arrives early it is helpful for him to be able to sign items before 
the service.   The bishop will also want to meet with all the candidates so they need to be 
present not less than thirty minutes before the service is due to begin.   Arrangements 
need to be made in accordance with the guidelines from the Bishop concerned, although it 
is important that the Bishop can meet without disturbance or interruption.   Depending on 
the size and age-range of those to be confirmed, the bishop may wish to meet separately 
with adults and then with young people. 

 

 


