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1.0_AIMS, OBJECTIVES & RESOURCES 

 

 

 
Gospel reference Luke 15: 11-32 
 

Key concepts Forgiveness and Reconciliation. 
 

Learning objectives 

To understand how the parable illustrates that forgiveness is a central aspect of God’s love. 
To explore the Christina concept of Reconciliation: that God’s forgiveness, which is freely  
offered to all, invites a response. 
 

Expectations at the end of this unit 

Most children will: 
Re-tell the story of the parable showing an understanding of the main characters and their symbolism  
within the artwork. 
Develop an understanding of Forgiveness, as freely offered by God and of Reconciliation, as  
people respond to that offer. 
Reflect upon the relationship between the father and his two sons. 

Some children will not have made so much progress and will: 

Know the main features of the story and recognise the links between the story and the artwork. 

Develop an understanding that in this story Jesus teaches about God’s forgiveness. 

Recognise that the sons respond differently to their father. 

Some children will have made more progress and will: 

Explain the events of the parable and understand the context and purpose of its origin. 
Develop a fuller understanding of the Christina view of forgiveness and reconciliation, by  
making links with other parables. 
Reflect upon the suitability of the title “The Foolish Father?” and suggest alternatives. 
 
Resources 
Physical 
Overhead Projector, CD Player, Bible (Luck 15:11-32), Computer with Adobe Acrobat Reader installed
Included in this pack 
Transparency of the painting, pupil copies of the painting, recording of the artist talking about  
this painting on CD, digital PDF file of the painting on the CD for use on a computer, large  
format poster of the painting for classroom display 
Copies to be provided of the following resources included in this pack 
Response sheets, reflective diary, script of parable, five day storyboard 
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2.0_WHAT IS THIS PARABLE ALL ABOUT? 

 

 

2.1_What is this parable all about? 
 

>> For Christian, this parable is all about the generosity of God’s love for His people.  In 
the parable, the father’s generosity towards his youngest son might be considered 
foolish, in that by giving the son his inheritance before he died, knowing full well that he 
would probably squander it, the father was risking poverty for both himself and his wife 
in their old age. 

 
>> The emphasis throughout the parable is on the father and his love for both sons.  Both 

sons were in a sense lost to the father.  The younger son not only lost his inheritance, 
meaning he could no longer live up to his family responsibilities, but also his very 
identity.  He ended up working for a Gentile (foreigner) and feeding pigs, which for any 
Jewish person would have been inconceivable.  It would have made them “unclean” 
and no longer able to worship in the synagogue. 

 
>> But the older son was just as lost to the father.  He continued to work for  his father but 

did so in such a way that made him think he somehow deserved his father’s love.  This 
parable speaks of the generosity of the love of God, which is offered to all and cannot 
be earned. 

 
>> The parable ends with an invitation to the older son to join in the celebrations.  We are 

not told whether he does so.  Perhaps this means that the reader is supposed to place 
themselves in the position of the older son and decide whether or no s/he wants to 
accept the Father’s invitation. 

 
>> The message of this parable can be linked to the message found in the parables of the 

Lost Coin and the Lost Sheep.  In all three parables, the emphasis is on 
celebration……the celebration that comes from finding that which was lost.  Notice that 
there are references to all three parables in this painting. 

 

 2.2_Points to note 
 
>> The New Testament often uses images of a feast or celebration to describe the 

Kingdom of God. 
 
>> In the Old Testament, the gift of a ring signified the bestowal of authority. 
 
>> Shoes (or sandals in those days) were a sign of a free-man, as slaves went barefoot. 
 
>> A robe was considered a sign of distinction.  The parable says that the robe given was 

the “best” robe which would probably have been the father’s own robe.  Notice that in 
the painting, the father’s robe encircles the younger son during the embrace. 

 
>> Notice that in the painting the father’s robe is extended and touches both sons in their 

different situations.  
 
>> Look for cross-curricular opportunities to explore ways of putting things right when they 

go wrong.
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 3.0_COPY OF CD AUDIO TEXT (REFERENCE ONLY) 

 

 

So Anne, to begin with.  When you started to paint this picture, how did you 
decide exactly which aspects of the story you were going to include? 
 

>> Because it’s a long story, it’s very difficult to decide which part of the story you’re going 
to paint.  Because if you’re watching a film of it, or somebody’s reading a story, which 
part, of the moving picture in time do you stop?  So it’s like a freeze frame moment.  So 
instead of reading through a cartoon, instead of watching a video, what you’re trying to 
do is tell the whole story, or the most important part of the story just in one single small 
picture. 

 
 So would you say there was a theme to this picture?  Is there a particular 

emotion that comes across? 
 
>> Well I think the whole thing about it is that there’s this incredible excitement.  At the top 

of the picture, I did this moment of rejoicing, of balloons going up in an extraordinary 
colour because that is the most significant thing in the whole picture; the moment of 
forgiveness, that the father has forgiven the son for all the things he’s done.  The time 
that at the son left his father, he thought he was a man.  He thought he was able to rule 
his own life; to do his own thing.  The moment that he decides that he must come back 
to the father, that he asks for his forgiveness, there’s this incredible excitement, not 
only in the son, but the moment than the father sees the son, there’s excitement back. 

 
 So the most important thing in the whole picture was the fact that the son returned to 

the father.  It wasn’t that he wasted his money, it wasn’t that he was stupid, the most 
important thing was the moment of reconciliation; the moment that the father hugged 
him.  It was the total forgiveness.  So the father is hugging his son.  The son has come 
to him like a child, instead of a man.  Because he’s realised that his father was always 
there for him, even as a child.  And will always be there for him, even as a man. So the 
rather represents God, and the son represents all of us children.  Men, women, boys 
and girls.  I actually painted on him a man’s hand.  His right hand is like a man’s hand, 
that’s just to show that he was a man, but mentally he was a child.  It was that moment 
when perhaps as a little boy his father would hug him so he’s come back to the father, 
from that point of knowing his father loves him, whatever he’s done, and has been 
waiting for him all this time. 

 
 You might also look in the picture and see that there are two tears coming down.  I’m 

going to ask you the question.  Are they the tears of the father, or are they the tears of 
the son?  Are they tears of rejoicing, or are they tears of sadness, from the things that 
have gone behind?
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4.0_TASKS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

 

4.1_How to begin: look at the painting 
 
>> Each pupil will need one of the three Response Sheets to complete individually.  Each 

Sheet contains one section of the painting.  Certain sections are perhaps more difficult 
than others, so Response Sheets could be distributed according to pupils’ ability. 

>> Ask pupils to share their ideas with the whole class. 
>> Using the overhead transparency of the painting, gradually show the whole picture, by 

revealing the painting section by section. 
>> Invite responses from pupils – What do they see?  What do they like / dislike?  What do 

they think is going on?  Who are the main characters? 
 

 4.2_Introduce the parable 
 
>> Read or tell the parable from a bible (Luke 15:11-32) explaining that this inspired the 

artist to paint the picture.  Show children poster / overhead transparency of picture. 
 
>> Class discussion 
 Distribute copies of the painting to pupils and open up a class discussion using the 

following questions: 
 
>> Which parts of the story can you find in the picture? 
>> If you were the artist, what would you have put in / left out / painted differently and 

why?  (notice that the pigs, robe, sandals, ring mentioned in the parable are missing!) 
>> Who has the artist painted as the main character?  Why do you think this is so? 
 
>> Written task 
 Ask pupils to complete page 3 of the Reflective Diary 
 

 4.3_Explore the parable 
 
>> Using the script provided, invite some pupils to read the parable.  Pause at appropriate 

moments and ask the pupils to describe how each character might be feeling.  Pupils 
could do this by “freeze-framing” an action expressing a particular emotion  It might 
also be useful to “hot-seat” various characters and ask them to explain in more detail 
their feelings or emotions at particular points in time. 

 

 4.4_Check understanding 
 
>> Choose from following suggested activities 
>> Ask pupils to draw a five day story-board (using template provided) depicting the 

sequence of events and feelings of one of the three main characters.  The template 
could be photocopied onto overhead transparencies so that the pupils’ work can been 
seen clearly by rest of the class.
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 4.0_TASKS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 
>> In pairs or small groups ask the children to write a diary pretending to be one of the 3 

main characters.  The diary entry should reveal events and feelings.  These can then 
be compared at the end. 

>> Ask pupils to choose a character from the story and write and headline for a newspaper 
article about him.  In pairs, guess “Who am I?” 

>> In five groups, ask pupils to write a rap for one of the days.  Each could then be put 
together to tell the whole story.  Rap could begin with the following works:  “Now listen 
everybody, I’ve a story to tell, ‘bout a daddy and his boys and some pigs as well…..” 

 

 4.5_Focus on meaning 
 
>> Introduction (optional) 
 How may types of parties can you name in 30 seconds (eg Birthday, New Year, 

Anniversary, Engagement, Welcome Home, House Warming, etc) 
>> Look at the top section of the picture – which kind of party do you think this is? 
 
>> Class discussion 
 Distribute copies of the painting to the pupils and ask them to focus on the central 

embrace.  Open up a class discussion using the following questions: 
 
>> What is happening? 
>> Which part of the story is this? 
>> Where are the three main characters? 
>> What do you notice about the younger son? (he is naked, and depicted as a child but 

with an adult hand). 
>> Why do you think she painted him in this way? (answers will be revealed on the CD) 
>> Who do you think the tears belong to?  Why? 
 
>> Listen to the CD 
 Ask the pupils to listen carefully to the artist talking about the painting.  Open up a 

discussion using the following questions: 
>> According to the artist, who does the father in the parable represent? (God) 
>> What do you think this parable is all about? (forgiveness and reconciliation) 
 

 4.6_Focus on Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
 
>> Group Work 
 Ask the pupils to discuss the following questions in pairs: 
 
>> What do you do when you want someone to forgive you? 
>> How do you know when someone has forgiven you? 
>> how does that make you both feel? 
 
>>Written task 
 Ask pupils to complete page 6 of the Reflective Diary.



PARABLES PROJECT_THE FOOLISH FATHER? 

08 
4.0_TASKS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 
>> Class Discussion 
 Open up a class discussion using the following questions: 
 
>> What did the younger son do in the parable to show he was sorry for what he had 

done? (turned round / went home/ admitted he had made a mistake / asked to be 
treated only as a servant? 

>> What did the father do to show he had forgiven him? (looked out for him / embraced 
and kissed him / gave gifts of ring, robe, sandals / held a party to celebrate) 

 
>> Creative Writing 
 Ask the pupils to complete one of the following tasks.  The second is perhaps more 

appropriate for less able pupils.  The result could be used to create a Wall Display: 
 
>> Imagine that you are the father n this parable.  Write a letter to your eldest son, 

explaining how you feel and inviting him once again to join the celebration. 
>> Design a Party Invitation from the father inviting people to join his party, explaining the 

reason for the celebration. 
 

 4.7_Reflect 
 
>> Class Discussion 
 Distribute copies of the painting and draw pupils’ attention to the fact that the artist has 

painted the father’s cloak in every section of the story.  Open up a class discussion 
using the following questions: 

 
>> What do you think the artist is trying to say about God? 
>> What do you think the father’s actions (eg embraces younger son, holds a party to 

celebrate) in the parable say about God? 
>> Look at the title the parable has been given here, “The Foolish Father?”.  In what 

way(s) do you think the father might have been foolish?  (see section 2.1 at beginning) 
>> What does this say about God? 
 
>> Creative Task 
 Ask pupils to choreograph a dance or formulate a motif using dramatic movement to 

illustrate the moment of embrace between father and son 
 

 4.8_Explore colour 
 
>> With pupils, explore the artist’s use of colour to express themes, for example: 
 
>> Bright colours of the party and splashes of colour on robe (joy?) 
>> Greens above the heads (all is well / restored peace / serenity?) 
>> White of father’s robe (holiness / purity?) 
>> Brown surrounding older brother (jealousy / depression?)
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>> Creative Task 
 Ask the pupils to complete one of the following tasks in pages 4-5 of the Reflective 

Diary: 
>> If you were to fill the father’s cloak with colours, what would you choose and why? 
>> If you were to fill the father’s pictures, what would you draw and why? 
>> If you were to fill the father’s cloak with words, what would you write and why? 
 

 4.9_Put the parable into its original context 
 
>> Explain the nature of parables and why they were told (see Introduction to the Parables 

of Jesus). 
 Jesus told this parable many years ago to a group of people called Pharisees.  Use the 

information below to provide pupils with an understanding of who the Pharisees were. 
 
>> In the time of Jesus, Pharisees were a group of people who prided themselves on living 

according to the Law of God in the Scriptures.  They followed the religious laws very 
carefully and helped other people to do the same by explaining the Laws of God to 
them.  However, the Gospels show that, at times, Jesus did not agree with the 
Pharisees and felt that they followed the laws too strictly, forgetting that the most 
important Law of all was to love God and to love other people.  There was one time for 
example, when Jesus argued with the Pharisees because he had healed a man on the 
Sabbath (holy) day.  According to the laws, people were not allowed to work on a 
Sabbath day, which was the Jewish day of rest, but Jesus felt that it was more 
important to heal someone who needed his help 

 
Class Discussion 

>> Open up a class discussion using the following questions: 
 
>> If the father in the parable is supposed to represent God, which of the tow sons do you 

think might represent the Pharisees and shy? (the older son because, like him, they 
believed that God’s love and forgiveness had to be earned) 

>> What do you think Jesus might have wanted the Pharisees to learn from this parable? 
 
>> Written Task 
 Ask pupils to complete the Assessment task on page 7 of the Reflective Diary. 

 

4.10_Extension task 
 

>> For more able pupils, draw their attention to the painting and to the fact that the artist 
has included images from the parables of the Lost Coin and the Lost Sheep.  Ask 
pupils to read the parables of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7) and the Lost Coin (Luke 
15:8-10) and to discuss / write an answer to the following questions: 

 
>> What do you think is the message of these parables? 
>> Why do you think the artist decided to include them in this painting? 
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 The Foolish Father? (Bible Narrative) 
 
 Readers needed:  Narrator, Father, Jesus, Older son, 

Younger son, Servant. 
 
 
Narrator A large crowd of people had gathered to hear Jesus.  The 

Pharisees were also there.  They were whispering to each 
other because they did not like the way that Jesus welcomed 
and talked to sinners. 

 
 So Jesus told them a story….. 
 
Jesus There was once a man who had two sons.  Once day the 

younger son went up to his father and said, 
 
Younger son: Give me my share of the family money. 
 
Jesus So the father divided his wealth between the two sons. 
 
 Not long after, the younger son packed up all he had and left 

his family and went to a far away country.  While he was 
there he wasted all this money and lived a very wild life. 

 
 The time came when he had spent all his money and had 

nothing left….not even enough to buy food.  So he decided 
to work for someone who sent him to look after pigs.  He 
was so hungry that he wanted to eat the food he was giving 
to the pigs. 

 
 Then he began to think to himself, 
 
Younger son My father’s servants have enough food to eat, and here am I 

dying from hunger.  I will go back to my father and 
say….’Father, I have sinned against God and against you.  I 
am not fit to be called your son.  Please make me one of 
your servants.’ 

 
Jesus So he got up and began the journey home. 
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 While he was still a long way off, his father say him.  He was 
filled with love for his son and ran to him.  He threw his arms 
around him and kissed him. 

 
Younger son Father, I have sinned against God and against you.  I am no 

fit to be called your son. 
 
Jesus But the father said to his servants, 
 
Father Quick, bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on 

his finger and sandals on his feet.  Prepare the fattest calf.  
Let us have a big feast and celebrate.  This son of mine was 
lost, but now he is found! 

 
Jesus Meanwhile, the older son was in the filed working.  When he 

came near the house he heard the music and dancing and 
asked a servant, 

 
Older son What’s happening? 
 
Servant Your father has killed the fattest calf and is celebrating 

because your brother is home again and is safe. 
 
Jesus The older brother became angry and refused to join in the 

party.  So the father went out to him. 
 
Father Please come and join us! 
 
Older son All these years I have worked for you like a slave and done 

everything you asked me to, but you have never given a 
party for me and my friends.  But now, this son of yours who 
has wasted all your money comes home, and you kill the 
fattest calf for him. 

 
Father My son, you are always with me and everything I have is 

yours.  However, we have to celebrate and be happy now, 
because your brother was lost but now he is found! 
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THE FOOLISH FATHER?_STORYBOARD 

 

 
>> Choose one of the characters from the parable.  Show what happened to them and how 
they were feeling over a 5 day period. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY 1 

DAY 2 DAY 3 

DAY 4 DAY 5 
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ASSESSMENT (AT1) 

 

 
What do you think Jesus wanted his hearers to learn about 
God from this parable? 
 

□ Most children will: 
Understand that Jesus taught that God’s forgiveness is freely 
available to all and invites a response 

□ Some children will not have made so much progress and 
will: 
Understand that this story is about God’s forgiveness. 

□ Some children will have progressed further and will: 
Identify how this parable expresses the quality of God’s love and 
forgiveness and identify some of the Christian teaching of the 
nature of God. 
 
 
 
TEACHER’S COMMENT 
 
 
................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFLECTIVE DIARY 
THE FOOLISH FATHER: 
 
 
Name......................................................................  
 
Class ......................................................................
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THE FOOLISH FATHER? ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY 

 

 
You will have the opportunity to learn: 
 
>The reason why Jesus taught in parables 
 
>The details of the parable 
 
 
 
You will have the opportunity to explore: 
 
>The symbolism of the characters 
 
>The meaning of the story 
 
>How one Christian artist expresses her response to 
the parable 
 
 
 
You will also have the opportunity to: 
 
>Make your own response to the teaching of the 
parable 
 
 
 
 

 
What do you think Jesus wanted his hearers to learn 
about God from this parable? 
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
 
................................................................................  
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FORGIVENESS  WHAT IS A PARABLE? 

 

   

 
 
What do you do when you want someone to forgive you? 
 
> ............................................................................................... 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
How do you know that you are forgiven? 
 
> ............................................................................................... 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
How do you feel when you know that you are forgiven? 
 
> ............................................................................................... 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
................................................................................................. 
 
 

 
 
Write what you think a parable is below: 
 
> ..............................................................................................  
 
.................................................................................................  
 
.................................................................................................  
 
 
Who are the main 3 characters in this parable? 
(Write and/or draw your answer in the boxes below) 
 
1 ........................  2 ...........................   3 ........................  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where does the story take place? 
(How many different locations can you remember? 
 
> ..............................................................................................  
 
.................................................................................................  
 
.................................................................................................
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THE FATHER’S CLOAK  

 

 
Fill the Father’s cloak with words, colours or symbols that describe his feelings at this 
moment in the story. 
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    THE FOOLISH FATHER?_RESPONSE SHEET_01 

 

 
 
>> Describe 6 things you can see in the picture. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
>> What do you think is happening in the picture? ............................................................ 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
>> What part of the picture do you find most interesting? ................................................ 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
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THE FOOLISH FATHER?_RESPONSE SHEET_02 

 

 
 
>> Describe 6 thinks you can see in the picture. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
>> What do you think is happening in the picture? ............................................................ 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
>> What part of the picture do you find most interesting? ................................................ 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
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THE FOOLISH FATHER?_RESPONSE SHEET_03 

 

 
  
 
 

>> Describe 6 things you can see in the picture. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
>> What do you think is happening in the picture? ............................................................ 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
>> What part of the picture do you find most interesting? ................................................ 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
 

 


