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1.0_AIMS, OBJECTIVES & RESOURCES 

 
Gospel reference Luke: 10:25-37 
 

Key concepts God’s Love 
 

Learning objectives 

To understand how God’s love and compassion are revealed in the parable. 
To explore how Christians might reflect God’s love and compassion in ways that may be difficult; 
risky; costly and unconditional; without seeking reward or thanks. 
 

Expectations at the end of this unit 

Most children will: 
Recount the story of the parable, showing an understanding of the main characters and their 
symbolism within the artwork. 
Develop an understanding of the Christian concept of love. 

Reflect on the challenge of this concept in their own lives and the lives of others. 

Some children will not have made so much progress and will: 
Understand the key events of the parable, and will recognise the links between the story and the 
artwork. 
Reflect upon the relationship between the Samaritan and the victim. 

Some children will have made more progress and will: 

Explain the vents of the parable and understand the context and purpose of its origin. 

Understand the implications of choice both for the individual and the wider community. 
 
Resources 
Physical 
Overhead Projector, CD Player, Computer with Adobe Acrobat Reader installed (www.adobe.com)
Included in this pack 
Overhead transparency of the painting, recording of the artist talking about this painting (CD), 
pupil copies of the painting, digital PDF file of the painting on the CD for use on a computer, large 
format poster of the painting for classroom display, “What must I do?” (story), What must I do?” 
(Bible narrative) 
Copies to be provided of the following resources included in this pack 
Reflective Diary 
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2.0_WHAT MUST IDO?_INTRODUCTION 

 
2.1_What is this parable all about? 

>> This parable is particularly difficult, in that it is not easy for modern readers to understand 
exactly how much this parable would have shocked its original readers. 

>> First, there is the question of deciding with which character might the original readers 
have identified?  At that time, it was a popular technique to tell a story using three main 
characters.  It was expected that the third character, and last to appear in the narrative, 
would have been the hero.  The first two characters in this parable are a Priest and a 
Levite. The Jewish audience would not have identified with either of them as they 
belonged to the Temple authorities and were outside of their social grouping.  They 
would probably have been delighted tat these apparently “upstanding” members of the 
community were being given a slightly bad press in the story.  The original listeners 
would have expected a normal Jewish layman to have been the third character, and 
therefore the hero with whom they could have identified.  The message of the parable 
might the have been that it is important not to get too caught up in religious rules, but to 
care for your neighbour (both the Priest and Levite might have given “ritual defilement” 
as a reason for not stopping to investigate an apparently dead body).  After all, Jesus 
told the parable in response to the lawyer’s question: “Who is my neighbour?” 

>> However, the parable did not unfold as they expected.  A man from Samaria turned out 
to be the hero, a person with whom it would have been impossible for them to identify, 
given the strength of animosity between the two nations.  Instead, the hearer was forced 
to identify with the victim, presumably Jewish, who had to suffer the compassion of the 
Samaritan. 

>> This Samaritan was not only the hero who helped out a person in need, but becomes a 
vehicle of God’s compassion.  The actions that Jesus describes the Samaritan doing, 
explicitly echoes language used in the Hebrew Bible (Christian Old Testament) to 
describe God’s compassion.  For example, in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Hosea, God 
is described as the one who “binds up the wounds of his people”.  The Samaritan also 
uses oil and wine. These would have been offered by the Priest and Levite on the altar.  
But Jesus makes it clear that the oil and wine offered by the Samaritan as an act of 
compassion would have been more pleasing to God.  It is important to remember that 
Samaritans also followed the Torah, and so the same risk of defilement from touching a 
dead body would have been present for him too. 

>> Luke’s gospel says that this parable was told as a response to two questions asked of 
Jesus by a lawyer.  The first was “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  The lawyer is 
forced by Jesus to answer that question for himself by quoting the two great 
commandments, “Love God and love your neighbour as yourself”.  But this didn’t appear 
to answer the lawyer’s question.  He seemed to want to do some thing specific in order 
to gain eternal life, so he asked the second question, “Who is my neighbour?”  The 
parable explains that eternal life cannot be earned by doing one good action. What is 
required is a way of life that echoes the compassion of God and offers love to all.  But 
this love is a difficult love.  It crosses boundaries of hatred and prejudice and puts itself 
out on a limb.  This is the kind of love that Jesus spoke of when he told his followers, “By 
this will all men know that you are my disciples”.  (John 13:35)
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2.0_WHAT MUST IDO?_INTRODUCTION 

 
2.2_Points to note 

 

>> The Lawyer’s question “What must I do to inherit life?” needs to be seen in the context of Jewish rather than 
Christian belief.  He wanted to know how to find favour with God rather than how to get to Heaven. 

>> The animosity between Jews and Samaritans was deep seated and two sided.  The relationship was difficult 
for a number of reasons.  The Samaritans was deep seated and two sided.  The relationship was difficult for a 
number of reasons.  The Samaritans accepted the Torah, but had their own Temple, rituals and priests, which 
offended the Jews.  A Jewish historian writing in the early first century records an incident when Samaritans 
had defiled the Temple in Jerusalem during a Passover by strewing dead men’s bones across the court. 

>> It is unlikely that the Samaritan in this parable would have been carrying bandages with him, so he probably 
used his head-cloth or tore his undergarment to bind the man’s wounds. 

>> Notice that the artist has used different colours to show different kinds of responses to the injured man. 

>> As in the parable, many of the reasons used by the artist to illustrate why people did not help the injured man, 
are justifiable. 

 

3.0_COPY OF CD AUDIO TEXT (REFERENCE ONLY) 

>> Anne, I notice that you haven’t actually included the good Samaritan in your painting.  In what other 
ways is your painting different from the existing pictures of the story? 

>> Well, when I first started thinking about the painting, in my mind came a picture that somebody else had 
painted many, many years ago when I was a child. Of Jesus telling the story of the good Samaritan and the 
biblical pictures of people two thousand years ago being helped.  And I wanted to make the picture relevant to 
today. Somebody said to Jesus, “Who is my neighbour?”  That gave me the key to do it in a neighbourhood 
type situation that you would understand.  The story that Jesus told, the people, are very specific.  But you 
know, we’re living in the real world and you’ve got real neighbours.  You’ve got real friends.  Real situations. 

 So it’s quite obvious that there’s a man lying in the road and nobody’s helping him.  And I was filled with this 
incredible sadness that everybody was so busy nowadays with their own lives, you know the people sitting in 
their garden they don’t want to be involved.  The police are too buys, the mother with the child is too busy, the 
old people say “oh well it serves him right”.  Whatever their reasons they don’t want to be involved but actually 
as Christians we have to be involved.  We have to be involved with, with everybody around us because that’s 
what Jesus is about.  It’s about loving people, and who’s loving that poor man in the street?  There’s nobody 
there.  But actually there is somebody there.  The white hands at the top and the white feet at the bottom 
represent the good Samaritan.  I wonder who that is.  Don’t just think that the good Samaritan is somebody 
that’s older.  It might be you.  You might see somebody being bullied in the playground that needs help.  
Everybody should be helping everybody else because we’re family.  All the hands and the feet all the way 
around the picture.  They actually represent Christians or Jesus in the world today.  The people that could be 
helping.  I wonder why you think I did all those different coloured hands and different coloured feet all the way 
around the picture.  Actually it’s because Jesus says we are the hands and the feet in the world today.  We 
should be reaching out and helping people, even if it’s just a kind word.  It doesn’t have to be somebody lying 
in the street.  It could be somebody who’s upset.  Somebody sitting in the corner of the playground.  
Somebody sitting at home who’s upset.  And really we should just be caring and loving people around us.  
How far will you go?  Does it really matter?  If somebody’s being bullied, does it really matter what other 
people think?  If you just go up and put your arm around them or let them know that you care about them, and 
that’ really what the story of the good Samaritan is about.
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4.0_TASK AND ACTIVITIES 

 
 4.1_How to begin 
 
>> Optional 
 
 Explore use of hands and feet with pupils as a way into exploring symbolism used in 

painting.  Class could discuss the following questions: 
 
>> How do we use our hands? (sharing, helping, fighting, welcoming, touching etc) 
>> How do we use our feet? 
>> What do footprints indicate? (someone has been there before) 
 
 4.2_Introduce ideas contained within the parable 
 
>> Begin by telling the story provided in the pack.  Show the section of the painting of the victim 

on the floor using the overhead projector.  Stop story-telling at places indicated and explore 
questions provided. 

 
 Notice that the story stops at the point where the second person also walked by. 
 
 4.3_Focus on the painting 
 
>> Show pupils the complete painting and invite responses, for example: 
 
>> What do you see in the painting? 
>> What do you think is happening? 
 
>> Distribute copies of the painting. 
 
>> Divide the class into small groups.  Give each group a particular colour and ask them to 

discuss why the people didn’t help the man.  Pupils could rehearse conversations that they 
think the various characters in the painting might be having with each other. 

 
>> Get feedback from the groups and discuss. 
 
 4.4_Reflect 
 
>> Ask pupils to turn to pages 4-5 of the Reflective Diary.  Draw their attention to the figure in 

the middle (picture of a child in the playground looking sad). 
 
>> Class Discussion 
 
 Use the following question to open up a class discussion. 
 
>> Why do you think this person might be sad?
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4.0_TASK AND ACTIVITIES 

 
>> Written Task 
 
 Ask pupils to record their answers to the following question in the boxes provided. 
 
>> Why do you think no one is helping him/her?  What excuses could be given for not getting involved? 
 
 4.5_Make it personal 
 
>> Written Task 
 
 Ask pupils to complete the first task on page 3 of the Reflective Diary. 
 
 4.6_Introduce the parable 
 
>> Written Task 
 
 Revise if necessary why Jesus taught using parables (see Teachers’ Notes) and ask pupils to 

complete second task on page 3 on the Reflective Diary. 
 
>> Class Discussion 
 
>> Read the complete version of the parable provided. 
>> Display the painting and distribute copies to pupils. 
>> Open up a class discussion using the following question. 
 
>> How does the painting reflect the story? 
 
 4.7_Check understanding 
 
>> Provide pupils with information regarding significance of Priest, Levite and Samaritan for original 

hearers. 
 
>> In the time of Jesus, Priests were: 
 At the time of Jesus, the most important person in the Jewish Temple was the High Priest.  He had 

other people to help him run the Temple, including one Chief Priest and a collection of other Priests, 
whose duties included burning incense in the Temple, making sure that the lamp in the Temple was 
always lit and blessing the people.  He also helped to teach people the ways of God that were written 
in the Scriptures. 

 
>> In the times of Jesus, Levites were: 
 Another group of people who helped with the running of the Temple, but they were below the Priests 

in terms of importance.  It was their job to take offerings from the people at the Temple gates, to sing 
during worship, and to make sure that the Temple building itself was kept in good order. 

 
>> In the time of Jesus, Samaritans were: 
 
 People who lived in nearby Samaria.  Although they were neighbours, the Samaritans and the Jews 

scorned and detested each other. 
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4.0_TASK AND ACTIVITIES 
 
>> Class Discussion 
 Open up a class discussion using the following questions: 
 
>> Why do you think the Priest and the Levite walked by without helping? 
>> Why do you think the man from Samaria decided to help? 
 
>> Class Activity 
 Create a courtroom scene in the classroom.  Divide the class into the following participants 

and set the scene so that each main character is asked to defend their actions. 
 
>> 1 x Priest 
>> 1 x Levite 
>> 1 x Samaritan 
>> 3 x Defence Lawyers (one to defend each of the main characters) 
>> 3 x Prosecution Lawyers (one to question the actions of each character) 
>> Members of the Jury (to decide on each characters guilt or innocence) 
>> 1 x Judge (to impose sentences) 
 
>> Small Group Task 
 Divide class into small groups and ask them to discuss the following question: 
 
>> Why to you think the ending of this parable would have surprised the listener? 
 
 4.8_Focus on painting 
 
>> Class Discussion 
 Display painting on overhead transparency and open up a class discussion using the 

following questions: 
 
>> How did the artist depict the man from Samaria in the painting? (White hands/footprints) 
>> Why do you think she painted him in this way? 
>> Why do you think she chose this colour? 
 
 4.9_Listen to the CD 
 
>> Ask pupils to listen to the artist speaking about this painting and the parable that inspired it. 
 
>> Class Discussion 
 Christians are often described as hands and feet of God in the world.  What do you think this 

means? 
 
>> Response 
 Ask pupils to express their ideas from this class discussion on page 6 of the Reflective 

Diary.
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4.0_TASK AND ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 
 4.10_Design a wall design 
 
>> Ask pupils to gather together pictures of people in our world today who may need our help.  

For each picture, pupils could write and display answers to the following: 

 

>> “I might not want to help this person because……” or 

>> I would find it difficult to help because……” followed by 

>> “But, I could show God’s love by…..” 

 

>> Less able pupils could do this task on pages 4-5 of the Reflective Diary (see page 7 of 
Reflective Diary for instructions).  Ask pupils to draw footprints leading up to the central 
figure.  In each print they could write examples of how it might be possible for them to show 
God’s love to this person. 

 At the bottom of the page they could write: “Bu I could show God’s love by……” 

 

 4.11_Make it personal 
 
>> Written Task 
 Ask pupils to complete page 7 of the Reflective Diary. 

 

 4.12_Extension tasks 
 
>> More able pupils could complete one of more of the following tasks: 

 

>> Find out what you can about a modern day organisation called “The Samaritans”.  What 
work do they do.  Why do you think they gave themselves that name? 

 

>> Find the parable of the Good Samaritan in the Bible.  What question prompted Jesus to tell 
the parable in the first place?  Do you think the parable was a good way of answering the 
question?  Explain your answer.
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What must I do? (Story – a discussion starter) 
 
 

 

 

Readers needed: Narrator 

 

 

 

>> Jason Dawson was a decent sort of fellow – the sort of person that everybody liked.  He 
helped his mum, kept his bedroom tidy, rarely let his friends down, was good to his 
granny and usually remembered to feed the cat.  He also like lout music, going to the 
cinema and going on his weekly visit to the Sports Centre. 

 

Jason lived with his family in a friendly neighbourhood where everybody knew each 
other.  He left school 3 years ago and went to work as a trainee Sales Assistant in a 
large Department Store nearby. 

 

The day it happened, Jason was on holiday from work.  He stayed in bed late and when 
he got up in the middle of the morning he decided to pop to the shops for a newspaper 
and a can of coke.  But as he locked the door of his house, ready to leave, he didn’t 
notice the shadowy figures lurking silently nearby. 

 

Whistling quietly to himself he thrust his pockets and began jogging down the street, 
enjoying the warmth of the morning sunshine and feeling of freedom that holidays bring. 

 

The suddenly, seemingly from nowhere, the dark figures attacked!!  Without any word or 
warning, they leapt out, and as silently as they had appeared, they set about him in a 
violent attack.  Jason could not see their faces but he felt the agonising pain as blow 
upon blow rained down on his head and body.  He raised his arms in defence and tried 
to cry out.  But, still they did not stop.  Then, as the blood oozed down his face and neck 
and trickled onto his shirt, Jason gave out a low moan and sank to the ground.  The last 
sound he heard before the darkness engulfed him was the hasty retreat of footsteps.  
Then all was silent. 

 

Before long, Tina Smith, the young mother from number 22 came around the corner on 
her way to collect the twins from Nursery School.  She stopped in horror as she saw the 
awful scene in front of her.  At first she didn’t recognise who it was.  But she stopped for
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 a moment and took in the scene – the battered boy, the gathering pool of blood, the 
angry purple bruises…..and in an instant she decided exactly what to do.  She…. 

 

>> (Discuss with pupils possible courses of action) 
 
….checked nervously over her shoulder to see if any one was watching, glanced 
anxiously at her watch and realising she was late for the twins she hurried past very 
quickly and disappeared down the street.  “I mustn’t be late AGAIN” she thought, “I’ll 
deal with this later when I get back with the children”. 

 

Not many minutes passed until the coldness of the stone began to revive Jason.  His 
eyes ached and he didn’t dare open them until the pain had subsided.  He heard muffled 
noises – a distant shout, a door banging, a street sweeping machine and 
indistinguishable voices, but then coming much closer, he heard something he 
recognised.  He heard an unmistakable hiss and crackle of a radio transmitter and a 
strong male voice speaking slowly and clearly. 

 

“Situation quiet here, Sergeant.  Am on my way back to Brook Street.  Over and Out”. 

 

He heard the click of the receiver being turned off and heavy footsteps drawing close.  
The y stopped right by his head and through his half closed eyes he could see a pair 
of large well polished shoes.  He heard the rustle of fabric as the Policeman bent down 
for a closer look at his aching, bleeding body. 

 

>> Discuss with pupils what the Policeman might have done) 
 
A distant anguished scream suddenly pierced the air – a cry of panic and deep distress.  
In an instant, the Policeman leapt up, straightened his clothes, switched on his radio and 
without a backward look, sped off in the direction of the scream. 

 

>> Discuss with pupils how the story could end)



PARABLES PROJECT_WHAT MUST I DO? 

 
Readers needed:  Narrator 

 

>> One day a teacher of the holy laws came to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what 
must I do to receive eternal life?” 
 

Jesus replied, “What is written in the holy laws?” 
 

The man replied, “Love God with all your mind, heart and strength and love your 
neighbour as yourself.” 

 

“That is correct”, answered Jesus. 

 

But the man was not satisfied and asked, “And who is my neighbour?” 

 

So Jesus began to tall a story…… 

 

“One day a man as walking from Jerusalem to Jericho.  Robbers attacked him.  They 
stripped him of his clothes and left him almost dead. 

 

A little later a Priest, who was also walking on the same road, saw the man and passed 
by on the other side.  A Levite came along.  When he saw the man he also passed by on 
the other side of the road. 

 

After a while, a man from Samaria came along.  When eh was the man he felt sorry for 
him.  He went to him and cleaned his wounds and bandaged them. He put the man on 
his donkey and brought him to an inn.  The next day he asked the inn keeper to look 
after the injured man and gave him two silver coins.  “Take care of him,” he said, “ and 
when I return I will pay you any money I owe you”. 

 

Then Jesus turned to the teacher of the holy laws and asked, “Which of the three men 
do  you think was a neighbour to the injured man?” 

 

“The one who felt sorry for him”, the teacher replied. 

 

So Jesus told him, “ Go and do as he did!”
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WHAT MUST I DO? 

 
> “I don’t want to get involved, but I could show God’s love by….” 

And 

> “God’s hands and feet” 

□ Most children will: 
Develop an understanding of the Christian concept of love. 

□ Some children will not have made so much progress and 
will: 
Understand that God’s love can be shown in actions.. 

□ Some children will have progressed further and will: 
Understand the implications of the choice to love, both for the 
individual and the community. 
 
 
 

> TEACHER’S COMMENT 
 
 
................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFLECTIVE DIARY 
THE FOOLISH FATHER: 
 
 
Name......................................................................  
 
Class......................................................................  
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WHAT MUST I DO? 

 

You will have the opportunity to learn: 
 

> The reason why Jesus taught in parables 

> The details of the parable 

 

 You will have the opportunity to explore: 
> The symbolism of the characters 

> The meaning of the story 

> How one Christian artist expresses her response to the 
parable 

 

 You will also have the opportunity to 
 
> Make your own response to the teaching of the parable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

> Go back to pages 4 & 5. 
 Draw in some footprints and handprints of your own and 

write in them some examples of how it could be possible 
to show God’s love.  At the bottom write: 

 
“But I could show God’s love by…” 

 

> How can showing God’s love make a difference: 
 
At home?.............................................................................  
 
.............................................................................................  
 
.............................................................................................  
 
At school?...........................................................................  
 
.............................................................................................  
 
.............................................................................................  
 
In the community? .............................................................  
 
.............................................................................................  
 
.............................................................................................  
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ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY 

 
 
> God’s hands and feet 
 
 Express your thoughts in a poem, prose or picture  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
> Describe in words or pictures, and occasion when you 

helped somebody. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
> Why did Jesus teach in parables?..................................  
 
 
 .......................................................................................  
 
 .......................................................................................  
 
 .......................................................................................  
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I DON’T WANT TO GET INVOLVED BECAUSE... 

 


