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1.0_AIMS, OBJECTIVES & RESOURCES 

 
 

Gospel reference Matthew 13:1-9, Mark 4:1-9, Luke 8:4-8 
 
Key concepts The word of God is freely offered to all. 
 

Learning objectives 

To explore different responses that people may have to the word of God 

To reflect on things which may hinder spiritual development. 

To encourage children to ask questions about themselves and the choices they make. 
 
Expectations at the end of this unit 

Most children will: 
Retell the story of the parable and understand the main features and their symbolism within the 
artwork. 
Recognise that for Christians, making a response to the word of God, is the key feature of their 
faith. 
Understand that people respond to the word of God in different ways. 

Some children will not have made so much progress and will: 
Understand the key events of the parable and will recognise the links between the story and the 
artwork. 
Identify features of their own lives which they value. 

Some children will have made more progress and will: 

Explain the events of the parable and understand the context and purpose of its origin. 

Reflect upon their own lives and the quality of things which occupy their own time. 
 
Resources 
Physical 
Overhead Projector, CD Player, Copy of Holst’s “Planet Suite”, Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons”, or 
Elgar’s “Enigma Variations”.  Selection of musical instruments eg keyboard; various percussion 
instruments, computer with Adobe Acrobat Reader installed (www.adobe.com) 
Included in this pack 
Overhead transparency of the painting, pupils copies of the painting, quiz (see additional loose 
sheet in the pack), recording of the artist talking about this painting (CD), digital PDF file of the 
painting on the CD for use on a computer, large format poster of the painting for classroom 
display. 
Copies to be provided of the following resources included in this pack 
“Down to earth” (Bible narrative), Reflective Diary 
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2.0_DOWN TO THE GROUND_INTRODUCTION 

 
 
 2.1_What is this parable all about? 
 
>> In the gospels, Jesus gives an interpretation of this parable.  The seed represents the 

work of God and the places where it falls represent the different responses to the work 
of God in the hearts of those who hear it.  Only some hear it fully.  The word of God 
lodges deeply in their hearts and their faith is fruitful. 

 
>> However, most scholars today would agree that the interpretation that appears in the 

gospels is a later addition and reflects more closely the concerns of the early Christian 
church.  It is easy to see how this parable might have helped them to explain why not 
all those who heard Jesus followed him, or whey even many who did follow him in the 
beginning, eventually turned away. 

 
>> The “problem” with this early church interpretation is that it assumes that when Jesus 

was talking about the Kingdom of God being like “a sower who went out….” etc, that it 
was only the last type of soil that represented the Kingdom of God.  But what if all the 
types of soil represented the Kingdom of God?  Then the meaning of the parable would 
be slightly different.  It would be describing a Kingdom that contains people who 
respond to the word in all kinds of different ways and to varying degrees, but all are still 
part of the Kingdom.  Or perhaps it would be describing a Kingdom where, at times, 
people can be like one type of soil and really listen to the word of God, take it in to their 
hearts and allow it to change them, but at other times, their listening is not quite so 
committed and the cares and concerns of this world take over in their lives. 

 
 2.2_Key points to note 
 
>> The emphasis in the parable is not on the sower but on the seed and where it falls. 
 
>> The harvest of a “hundredfold” at the end of the parable, according to many scholars, 

represents a normal average harvest at the time of Jesus.  It is certainly not the 
superabundance that the reader is expecting after the “failures” of the other soils to 
produce.  Perhaps this means that God’s Kingdom works in the ordinary and the 
everyday, in the failures as well as in the successes. 

 
>> It is important to listen to the tape before the lesson in order to get a clear sense of 

what the artist hoped to accomplish in the painting and how that relates to the parable. 
 
>> This painting is rich with imagery.  It could be fruitful to encourage pupils to pick out 

some of the other biblical images included eg rainbow, vine, water, pearl, fish and 
explore why the art is might have included them.  Pupils might recognise some of the 
images from hymns or songs that they sing in school eg Collective worship.
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3.0_COPY OF CD AUDIO TEXT (REFERENCE ONLY) 

 
 
 
>> This was an incredibly difficult picture to paint, and it took me a very long time, as you 

can probably imagine. There’s so much detail in it, but I felt I couldn’t really leave any 
detail out.  The reason that I did lots of detail was because I remember as a child being 
very intrigued and interested in pictures that had lots of content in them. 

 
>> I started the picture in the top left hand corner where….the little boy is waling away 

down the path and all the others are making fun of him.  And the reason that I did that 
as because I want you to see that it’s relevant to you.  You know, right in that first top 
corner the path represents all the things that have happened to you in the past where 
people have made fun of you.  I’m sure most of you will know how that feels.  And the 
little boy’s walking away.  He doesn’t want to hear what God’s saying. Although God’s 
really interested in him, he doesn’t want to hear it because he doesn’t think it’s going to 
matter. 

 
>> Which part of the picture was the most difficult part to paint? 
 
>> The most difficult part of the whole picture to paint was making sure that all the paths 

connected up towards the cross at the bottom.  Even though each of the bits was 
separate like the top left hand corner and then the bit with the superhero, and the bit 
where the boy’s being strangled.  It’s making sure that all those difficult paths, all those 
little bits and pieces, all those wires, all joined up towards the cross because whatever 
your history’s been, however difficult it is the cross is always there for everybody.  
Jesus is always there for everybody.  And everybody’s story is different so the paths 
are always going to be different.  Nobody’s going to find the same path towards Jesus. 
He’s going to find us where we are. 

 
>> Why do you think I didn’t paint the sower?  And why do you think I placed the various 

types of soil in a heart shape?
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4.0_TASKS AND ACTIVITIES 

 
 4.1_How to begin: Introduce the parable 
 
>> Remind pupils about the nature and purpose of parables if necessary (see Teachers’ 

Notes) 
>> Read the parable from the version included in the pack (Bible narrative master 

template). 
 
>> Creative Task 
 Ask pupils to imagine that they have been asked to draw a picture/design to go with 

this parable for a new children’s Bible.  Give pupils photocopies of the narrative and 
ask them to draw their picture/design in the space provided.  Encourage pupils to talk 
about their work in pairs/small groups/whole class. 

 
 4.2_Look at the painting 
 
>> Display the painting on an overhead projector and explain that this painting represents 

the artist’s response to the parable.  Draw pupils’ attention to the main features, 
(ignoring smaller details for the moment) – heart; mouth; the cross; contrast between 
the two sides of the heart (one dark and busy, the other bright and relaxing). 

 
>> Group Activity 
 Introduce details of the painting using the Quiz game enclosed in the pack (loose).  

Pupils could be divided into groups and given copies of the painting.  Each group 
should focus on a particular section of the painting and be prepared to answer 
questions about what they see. 

 
>> Class Discussion 
 Open up a class discussion using the following question: 
>> What has this painting got to do with the parable? 
 
 4.3_Check Understanding 
 
>> Written Task 
 Ask pupils to complete page 3 of the Reflective Diary. 
 
 4.4_Explore the painting 
 
>> Class Discussion 
 Open up a class discussion using the following questions: 
>> Can you see the four types of soil in the painting?  Where are they? 
>> Why do you think the artist painted the soils like this? 
>> Why do you think there is a mouth at the top of the heart? (Encourage pupils to explore 

symbolism of the seed as the word of God) 
 
>> Listen to the CD 
>> Ask pupils to listen to the artist talking about her work and how she feels it illustrates 

the parable. 
>> Ask pupils to answer her final questions about the hart-shape and the sower on page 4 

of the Reflective Diary. 
 
>> Written Task 
 Ask pupils to complete the Assessment Task on page 5 of the Reflective Diary.
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4.0_TASKS AND ACTIVITIES 

 
>> Provide pupils with an opportunity to listen to contrasting pieces of music, such as 

“Mars” and “Venus” from Holst’s “Planet Suite” or “Winter” and “Spring” from Vivaldi’s 
“Four Seasons”. 

>> Open up a class discussion exploring how the pieces of music might reflect the 
different moods of the painting using the following question: 

>> How do these pieces of music reflect different parts of the painting? 
 
 4.5_Be creative 
 
>> Ask pupils to compose two pieces of music using percussion instruments, one for each 

side of the painting.  They should try to reflect the mood and atmosphere of each side.  
For example, for one side, the music might be more harmonious (teachers may wish to 
use a pentatonic scale eg if using scale of C, remove notes F and B), for the other, it 
might be more dissonant and discordant. 

 OR 
>> Ask pupils to draw, paint, or use collage, to illustrate their own interpretation of the 

parable. 
 OR 
>> Invite pupils to select a small scene from the painting and illustrate what they think is 

happening using role play.  Remind them that God’s message is represented in each 
scenario. 

 
 4.6_Reflect 
 
>> Class Discussion 
 Open up a class discussion using the following question: 
>> If you had the opportunity to talk to the artist, what questions would you really like to 

ask her about this painting? 
 
>> Individual Task 
 Ask pupils to look carefully at section 3 of the painting and to draw more things that 

they think could go on the thorny tree *this could be developed into a Wall Display) 
 
>> Written Task 
 Ask pupils to complete page 6 of the Reflective Diary. 
 
 4.7_Make it Personal 
 
>> Written Task 
 Draw pupils’ attention to the painting again, and to the fact that there are lots of people 

doing lots of different things. Ask pupils to identify which character in the painting they 
think is most like them.  Answers to be written on page 7 of the Reflective Diary. 

 
 4.8_Extension Tasks 
 
>> More able pupils could complete one of more of the following tasks if this is the last 

parable studied: 
>> Compare this parable with the other parables included in this pack (“What must I do?” 

and “The Foolish Father”) – what common themes might they have? (choices) 
>> What are some of the ways in which people respond to god today? 
>> What do you think it might mean to describe someone as “hard-hearted”?  How does 

this relate to the parable?
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>> DOWN TO EARTH (BIBLE NARRATIVE) 
 
 
 Readers needed: Narrator 
 
 One day Jesus went and sat down by the Sea of Galilee.  Large crowds 
gathered around him.   He got into a boat and spoke so that all the people on 
the shore could hear him. He told them many things, and began by telling this 
story…. 
 
“A farmer went out one day to plant seed.  He scattered the see on the 
ground.  Some fell on a path and birds came and ate it up.  Some seed fell on 
rocks where there was not much soil.  The plants grew quickly.  When the sun 
came up, because their roots were not strong, it burnt the plants and they 
dried up.  Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and choked the plants.  
But other seed fell on good soil and many plants grew there, sometimes even 
100 times more than had been planted.” 
 
When he had finished telling this story Jesus spoke to the people saying, 
“Those who have ears to hear should listen”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REFLECTIVE DIARY_DOWN TO EARTH      REFLECTIVE DIARY_DOWN TO EARTH 

08 
ASSESSMENT (AT1) 

>> What might the four different types of soil represent? 
 And 
>> How might this parable challenge hearers today? 

 

□ Most children will: 
Recognise that or Christians, making a response to the Word of 
God is a key feature of their faith. 

□ Some children will not have made so much progress and 
will: 
Understand the key events of the parable. 

□ Some children will have progressed further and will: 
Be able to reflect upon their own lives and the quality of the 
things which occupy their time. 
 
 
 
TEACHER’S COMMENT 
 
 
................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFLECTIVE DIARY 
DOWN TO EARTH: 
 
 
Name......................................................................  
 
Class ......................................................................
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DOWN TO EARTH 

 
 You will have the opportunity to learn: 
 
> The reason why Jesus taught in parables. 
 
> The details of the parable. 
 
 
 You will have the opportunity to explore: 
 
> The symbolism of the seeds and the different 

kinds of soils. 
 
> The meaning of the story. 
 
> How one Christian artist expresses her response 

to the parable. 
 
 
 You will also have the opportunity to: 
 
> Make your own response to the teaching of the 

parable. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
> In this painting the character most like me is…. 
 (Write or draw your answer below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
> Because.................................................................. 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................
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ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY 

> How might this parable challenge hearers today? 
 
> This parable helps me to think about......................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 

> What is the purpose of a parable? 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
> Draw and name the four different types of soil 

below: 
 
 1...................................  ....................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2...................................  ....................................... 
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LOOK AT THE PAINTING 

 
> In this parable the seeds represents the: 
 
 W.................  O.......  G..................... 
 
> Why do you think the artist (Anne House) did not 

depict the sower in the painting? 
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
> Why do you think she placed the various types of 

soil in the heart shape? 
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  
 
 ...............................................................................  

> What might the four different types of soil 
represent? 

 
> Easy answer ........................................................... 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
> If you’re feeling clever, try to answer this: 
 
> The pathway might represent people who .............. 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
> The rocky place might represent people who ......... 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
> The thorns might represent people who ................. 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
> The good soil might represent people who ............. 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 
 ................................................................................ 
 


