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I was ordained in 1994, serving initially as curate in a large and mixed team in 

Chesham, South Buckinghamshire before moving in 1998 to become Chaplain 

of Stowe School. In addition to the pastoral care for pupils and staff, my wife 

and I were also very involved in the local parish church, on site, in rural north 

Buckinghamshire. My first incumbency followed in 2002 and for eleven years I 

was Vicar of St. John’s Houghton with St. Peter’s Kingmoor, a busy and active 

parish on the north side of Carlisle, with a curate and small staff team. Whilst 

there I also served on Diocesan Synod and was then was elected to General 

Synod in 2010. My family and I then moved to Exeter in 2013 as I took up the 

post of Rector of St. Leonard’s.  

 

My own church experience is deeply rooted in the Church of England, initially 

coming from an Anglo-Catholic background before moving, by conviction, to 

evangelical churches. As such, I have a commitment to the faith as revealed in 

the Bible and to the historic statements and Creeds of the Church. I have had 

the privilege of serving on the Church of England Evangelical Council, the 

National Board of Education and the committee of two Diocesan Evangelical 

Fellowships. I have also been fortunate enough to have worked in three 

different dioceses and have had the opportunity to visit and speak at a variety 

of different churches and synodical meetings. Alongside church work I have 

served as a governor both in independent and maintained schools and have 

written a number of articles and books.  

 

I am deeply committed to the Church of England and its role and responsibility 

within the nation to make Christ known; but I am also aware that now, perhaps 
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more than ever, we face many challenges. The number of young people is 

declining, the future is uncertain and with the world around us changing 

rapidly, many have lost their confidence in the power of God to work his 

purposes in our land. The next five years will also bring huge internal 

challenges within the Church of England and in its relationship with the wider 

Anglican Communion. General Synod will have a key role to play in shaping our 

direction of travel as we move into further uncharted waters, balancing the 

sensitivity of our witness with the unchangeable convictions we hold.  

 

I believe that confidence in the local church, rooted in a regular diet of prayer, 

the ministry of the word and sacrament, is essential for future growth and 

health – and that we have much to offer the world by remaining confident in 

the faith entrusted to us, wisely and gently communicated in a needy world. I 

believe the Church of England has a unique set of opportunities to bring this 

about and it is because of this conviction that I am putting myself forward for 

General Synod. Please do get in touch if you would like to find out anything 

more.   

 

Simon Austen 

September 2015 


