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When two elephants fight, it’s the 

grass that gets trampled   

The refugee crisis; poverty and injustice; 

mission in a secular society are all pressing 

issues that I am concerned about, but this 

African saying best describes my perspective on 

what I suspect may be the major issue facing the 

next General Synod – that is, should the church 

accept and bless same sex marriages? 

I was privileged to be chosen to take part in the 

church-wide initiative of ‘Conversations’ inviting 

all dioceses to look at our response to society’s 

changing attitude to issues of human sexuality 

and especially same sex unions.  It was 

humbling to listen to people’s stories and 

spiritual journeys from many perspectives.   

I have noticed that discussions often settle 

around two sides of the debate.  Those who 

want to be true to the authority of Scripture and 

those who are also deeply faithful but do not 

read St Paul’s references to 1st century 

homosexual practice as equating to 

contemporary, faithful same sex relationships.  

It’s the grass…the powerless, 

excluded and marginalised that get 

trampled or lost in the debate 

With fiercely held views on both sides, it’s easy 

to lose the voice of those on the margins.  I don’t 

want to argue or insist that I’m right.  I want to 

try and accept each person in the way Christ 

has accepted me – with unconditional love. 

Radical grace and non-judgement  

– a different narrative? 

This new Synod is an opportunity to 

demonstrate that, as Jesus was, the church can 

be radically inclusive.  We can have vigorous 

debate without argument; hold the tensions, 

differences and pain without defaulting into 

divide and split.  I long for Synod to act in a 

manner which inspires society to sit up and 

 

take notice with renewed hope.  The alternative 

is a repeat of the Women Bishops’ debate, when 

by the time a decision was made, many outside 

the church were thinking ‘Who cares?’  The 

grass roots of humankind are not interested in 

our theological in-fighting.  

A bridge to hope and true destiny 

If elected, my aim would be to build bridges of 

hope, built on an economy of grace and 

acceptance that any notion of an idealised pure-

self is an illusion.  I am in no position to cast 

stones.  I am from a theologically conservative 

background.  But it is my very desire to be true 

to scripture and endeavour to live a Christ-

centred life, which motivates me to want to 

include and welcome all.   

“Our life and death is with our 

neighbour”   

I am inspired by this saying of the 4th century 

Desert Fathers.  This debate is as much about 

our own identity as the sexual identity of 

others.  Christ taught us that when we judge 

another – something within us is diminished 

too.   

When we die to our own agenda and power 

over another – we affirm and enrich life on both 

sides. 

Mini Biog:   

I am 51, married to Judy 

with four teenage sons, a 

property developer, Lay 

Reader and Lay Chair of 

Deanery.   
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