
ELECTORAL ADDRESS for candidacy in the Lay Election to the General Synod 

 My life long Christian journey has involved a developing recognition that an 

integral part of my faith is to be constantly aware of the direction in which my 

response to God's call reveals how I should serve in the church with commitment 

and engagement . It is therefore a journey to fulfil my call as a Christian to be part of 

the on-going mission within the wider Christian community, within the parish of the 

church to which I belong, and also both to the community in my workplace and to 

those other secular communities to which I belong. 

 I have been an active member of those churches to which I have belonged 

including at Lancaster university during studying for my Religious Studies degree 

(BA Hons), and also in Bracknell and Plymouth, where my teaching posts have been 

based. I was able to share my teaching qualities whilst a member of St. Andrew's 

church, Plymouth where I helped lead the young adults' "Chrysalis" group for several 

years, and also at St. Michael's in Devonport where I have helped lead services 

since joining in 1996. Within our services, I especially enjoy encouraging people's 

contribution through the communal opportunity we provide for sharing special needs 

for prayer and praise. I value the opportunity to meet and greet newcomers as an 

important aspect of welcoming people regardless of any declared faith. This 

experience has given me an insight into the variety of forms of worship and roles of 

the church within the community. My personal involvement at St. Andrew's was to 

help individuals within smaller networking groups, such as my local housegroup and 

the Chrysalis group, to integrate within the life of a large City Centre Parish Church. 

At St Michael's, it has been to help with meeting the challenge of communicating the 

relevance of our Church, through its Christian message of Christ's reconciling love 

and hope, within an urban priority setting.  

 I perceive the challenges with which the Church of England must engage to 

be both in response to current moral and ethical issues raised by scientific advances 

such as developments within genetic engineering, and by changes in our society's 

attitudes and lifestyle towards equal rights and individual morality. Throughout my 32 

years service as teacher of Religious Studies, and current responsibilities as Head of 

RS department in Heles School (an 11-18 years Academy) I regularly convey the 

teachings of the Christian church in response to social, moral and ethical issues 

especially at GCSE  and A level. I see it as essential that the church communicates 

the relevance of these issues in such a way that young people - and those adults by 

whose values they are influenced -are enabled and helped to be integrated into the 

church. It is evident from their discussions with me about their own experience of 

church that they sometimes feel distanced by some aspects of language and culture 

which they tend to perceive to be distant from their own circumstances. I see in 

today's young adults a desire for exploring their acknowledged spirituality and would 

wish to enhance the need for nurturing this within the church. I value helping in this 

role of the local Church and would be very keen in contributing to and promoting 

such through the relevant discussion and debate that the Synod facilitates. 



 I find much interest in diversity of faiths and how each can learn from the 

other, and have been involved with the Plymouth Centre for Faiths and Cultural 

Diversity through my professional work. Equally I consider of crucial importance that 

the church at local and national level should address the moral and ethical issues 

that engage our own diversity of belief within the Church of England. I believe this 

should be through a balanced, thoughtful and sensitive approach, with appropriate 

recognition and provision for those who advocate a strong adherence to traditional 

values .I acknowledge that we must each respond to God's call in a genuine and 

honest manner with reference to both Biblical and Church guidance. I endeavour to 

be objective when sharing my beliefs about these issues within my professional 

teaching; when requested specifically by students about my stance on specific 

issues, I am content and willing to share it.  

 I can bring a wide background of thinking and experience in reflecting on the 

variety of perspectives and considerations which I find help in useful debate. I have 

experience in reporting back and for sharing ideas within the context of my 

professional role and also in my role as workplace representative for my teaching 

union. My teaching skills enable me both as one who listens and as one who initiates 

or promotes and defends specific ideas. I can contribute my application and 

commitment, reinforced by my involvement in a national committee attached to a 

Professional teaching body which uses its members' experiences to influence 

education policy. I am interested to listen to the important proposals that General 

Synod considers, and to contribute my own perspectives where constructive. I look 

forward to being considered for this important role, and to sharing such contribution 

through this potential step in my Christian journey. 
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