
    

 

 

Dear Elector  

As a candidate standing to represent the Exeter Diocese in the House of Laity I 

am writing to ask you as a Deanery Synod member to please consider voting for 

me using your first preference vote or, if not, any other vote you that you feel able 

to give me. 

Who am I? 

My name is Wendy Meredith. I qualified as a solicitor and worked locally in 

private practice for a number of years. Until recently I was a trustee and secretary 

of a local Christian trust, Bernard’s Acre, a Christian centre on Dartmoor. With 

children at home I have worked part time, in both an employed and self-employed 

capacity. I am married to George, a recently retired barrister, and we have 3 

grown-up children. We have lived in Devon all our married life. In my spare time I 

am an avid reader, an all-weather sea swimmer (wetsuit in winter!) and a lover of 

the English countryside.    

Why stand? 

It is in the Church of England that I came to faith and have experienced first-hand 

its vital role in mission and service to the local community. I am keen to be 

involved in strengthening this role as a place where the Christian faith is 

proclaimed in this country, by getting elected to Synod. 

St Leonards, Exeter, has been my local parish church for the last 3 years and my 

husband and I have enjoyed being part of a warm and welcoming congregation 

there and serving in a variety ways. Prior to that, we were very happy being part 

of an equally flourishing congregation at the Minster church of St Andrew 
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Plymouth with Nicholas McKinnel as the Rector, now Bishop of Plymouth. Whilst 

serving on Deanery Synod in Plymouth I became aware of the opportunities for 

lay people to be involved in the decision-making of the Church of England. I am 

currently a member of Christianity Deanery Synod, a member of the PCC of my 

local church, and now recently elected onto Diocesan Synod. With this 

opportunity to stand for General Synod I am keen to offer my time to this area of 

service, with optimism and passion for the work ahead, if I am elected.   

What will I do? 

During the next 5 years Synod will be considering the issue of human sexuality in 

the light of the Pilling report. I share the view of Bishop Keith Sinclair in that 

report that there is no scriptural basis for a change in the Church of England’s 

teaching on this matter. I am interested in the work of the newly appointed Head 

of Discipleship and Vocation which will encourage and equip evangelism and 

discipleship amongst lay people in the church. I am also interested in how the 

Church of England should steward its resources in an uncertain economic 

climate. General Synod members will represent a variety of approaches to 

tackling these issues. I take seriously the call on all God’s people to be salt and 

light and I welcome the chance to challenge and be challenged as I seek to 

respond to God’s grace in our Lord Jesus Christ. Please get in touch if you would 

like to find out more; my details are set out above. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Wendy Meredith 

 

Proposed by Richard Peyton Jones Plymouth City Deanery 

Seconded by Joan Melville Plymouth City Deanery 


