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I am John Richard Shelley but everyone knows me as Jack. I 

am an active farmer and a Reader in the Crediton Parish. I 

retired from being a General Medical Practitioner about 

five years ago. I have degrees from Cambridge University 

in Natural Sciences and Medicine and an MA in theology 

from Exeter University. I first stood for election to the 

General Synod in March 2009 when there was a casual 

vacancy and then was re-elected five years ago. I stood on 

a ticket to get the canon law changed to allow women to 

become Bishops. So why when the Church of England has 

achieved that do I wish to be elected again? 

I am a believer in lifelong learning. I still attend course in both my continuing roles as a 

farmer and a lay theologian. But one also learns from the experiences one has. The 

processes and votes in the general synod often reduced me to tears. Not only because the 

votes against the ordination of women were painful but also because those who had 

theological objections to woman in the priesthood or in leadership of men were also in 

tears. Over the five years of often painful debate we in the Exeter team at synod came to 

love and respect each other. I have always upheld the unity of the Church which should take 

precedence over the various diverse theologies which tend to rend it asunder. Jesus was far 

more concerned about the unity of his followers than the various traditions they upheld. (Cf 

Mark Ch7 vs 6-8. 1 Co 3 vs 1-9) 

I am an Anglican whose theology is mainly based on scripture and reason enlightened by 

experience. But I have come to respect those whose Christian life is built more on tradition. 

The canon law, as finally amended, allows those of the Old and New traditions to flourish. 

Yes there will be pain in achieving that but we must walk together and not allow the diverse 

and conflicting traditions of the church Old and New to rend it asunder. Paul is aware of lack 

of uniformity in the early church but states ‘Unity’ comes before ‘Uniformity’ of doctrine. 

(Eph Ch4 vs3-15) Walking together despite our conflicting theologies is an important witness 

by Anglicans to the other diverse Christian denominations. The journey together is not 

without pain but nor was Christ’s walk to Golgotha. I believe it is important that the learning 

over the last five years is carried forward into the next General Synod.  

I am also concerned that the new rules, especially for priests, about safeguarding need 

clarification and development. Members of PCCs and Church wardens also have to be DBS 

checked under the new rules but they are not required to go for training as Priests and 

other licensed ministers are. Lay training in 'Informed Vigilance' is important to render our 

churches a safe environment for vulnerable adults and children. 



As the Church of England seeks to allow to flourish the minorities which have difficulties 

with the ordination of women the next synod needs to tackle the issues around the 

priesthood of those who are attracted sexually towards the same gender as themselves. 

Demanding that they are celibate is institutional homophobia. If the mission of the Church 

in this country is to flourish the present stance of the Anglican Bishops needs to change 

radically. No parish should be forced to accept the ministry of a priest who it sees as living in 

sin but neither should parishes be prevented from appointing gay clergy in life long 

partnerships who are not celibate. Paul says celibacy is only for those who can bear it, the 

rest should not deny each other. (1 Cor ch 7 v 9)  

My experience as a doctor has led me to believe that those born with same sex attraction 

are capable of faithful long term partnerships. I also know well that many heterosexual 

Christians are unfaithful. There is an international aspect to this problem which needs to be 

handled sensitively but we also have a responsibility to show that Christians, of different 

sexualities, need to accept each other in love. Living in a postmodern society is difficult, but 

we have a triune God who displays unity in diversity and the church needs to be able to do 

the same. Space prevents me in properly working out my theology on same sex attraction 

but please contact me if you need more theological back ground to my stance on this area. 

Or see the web site of Accepting Evangelicals (http://www.acceptingevangelicals.org) 

whom I support as well as being a member of WATCH (https://womenandthechurch.org).  

There are other areas of Church life that I am concerned about but probably the most 

important over the next five years is the training of lay people to undertake the diverse 

ministries of the church as the number of stipendiary priests declines. During the time I was 

lay chair of Cadbury Deanery many lay training course were successfully trailed thanks to 

the diocese employing Penny Doe to work as a lay training officer in the deanery. Lay 

training is just beginning to come on to the General Synod’s agenda. Currently there is only 

central funding and courses for priests but in rural areas, soon if not already, the majority of 

worship leading and pastoral visiting will be done by lay members of the congregation.  

Without proper training being available many rural churches will be unable to function 

effectively and may be forced to close. This is a national problem as well as a particular 

difficulty in the Exeter diocese. Having been trained in the NHS for a year in adult education 

techniques and spent six months learning how to facilitate learning groups I have a 

particular interest in seeing that appropriate training is given to the widely experienced lay 

people called to minister to their own communities. Exeter diocese is working on this locally 

but more input is required from the central structures of the Anglican Church. 
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