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Who am I? First, and foremost, a practising 
Christian: with the help and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, seeking to follow and uphold the values 
taught and practised by Jesus Christ. For me, 
these are summed up in Luke’s Gospel (10:27), 
‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbour as 
yourself.’ 
 

Second, a family Christian: together with Elaine, enjoying and treasuring 
the gift of our four children. We are also blessed with ten wonderfully 
individual grandchildren, who continue to remind us that Jesus taught, 
‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 
(Mark 9:37) 
 

Third, a community Christian: in our local church of Holy Trinity, 
Landcross, helping as a member of our lay leader team, PCC member, 
and Parish Safeguarding Representative. We also share a wonderful 
monthly Friends Together Lunch, in the spirit of Jesus’ urging, ‘Feed my 
lambs’, ‘Feed my sheep’. (John 21:15 &17) 
 

Fourth, a serving Christian: as a Deanery Synod member, helping to 
develop our Church throughout Hartland; as an active member of 
Diocesan Synod and Diocesan Board of Finance for 15 years, helping 
the diocesan support team to work effectively, whilst keeping our 
deanery members informed and heard. Together, we seek to follow 
Peter’s advice and encouragement: ‘Like good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received’. (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

Fifth, an active Christian: inspired by James’ writing, ‘If a brother or 
sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their 
bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead.’ (2:15-17). During the summer, together with son Simon 
and granddaughter Ellie, we took the Triathlon Relay Challenge, raising 
funds for Harbour Bideford homeless charity.  
I am Vice-Patron of Naomi House Children’s Hospice, and of 
jacksplace@naomihouse, our new initiative offering care and support to 
young adults with life-limiting conditions, and their families, through 
good days, difficult days and last days. During the year ahead, I am 
cycling over 1,000 miles, including 340 miles up to 15,500 feet in the 
Peruvian Andes, raising funds for Children’s Hospice South West. 
You’ll find me and my story at: www.justgiving.com/Brian-Walker11/ 
 
 

 



  

 

Sixth, a Christian of hope and peace: Jesus tells us, ‘Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who abuse you.’ (Luke 6:27-28). As Visiting Professor at 
the University of Winchester (founded in 1840 as a Church of England 
college), I have founded a Centre of Religions for Reconciliation and 
Peace. We work with people of all major faiths, to bring hope where 
there is fear, as in post-earthquake Nepal and post-Ebola Sierra Leone; 
and peace where there is conflict, as in Israel/Palestine, Afghanistan 
and Syria. As a Church, we have much to do; building relations with 
people of other faiths, particularly Muslims, to help stop and prevent the 
radicalisation, terror and murder that is tearing God’s world apart. 
 

Finally, and importantly, a listening Christian: having previously enjoyed 
the privilege of representing local views and concerns at General 
Synod; reflecting inwardly upon the Christian values that we share; 
praying for God’s guidance; and striving to follow more nearly our Lord’s 
teachings. During my time there, I raised questions; spoke during 
debates on issues ranging from reconciliation within our Church, and 
care of vulnerable people, through climate change and human security, 
to mission & ethical investment. On the ordination and consecration of 
women as bishops, I sought, carefully listened to, and reflected upon, a 
wide range of views; addressed the Revision Committee; listened and 
spoke in debate; and voted on each clause, supporting the case for 
women bishops, whilst seeking to protect the theological conscience of 
those opposed. I always follow up, by briefing Deanery and Diocesan 
Synods, to keep members informed of progress and to seek feedback. 
 

I would be delighted to represent you at General Synod and, if elected, 
will always welcome your views and your concerns: face to face, by 
telephone, email or letter.  
 

When you vote, I ask that you kindly mark 1 or 2 against my name. 
 

Meanwhile, please do contact me with 
your views or concerns. 
 

Thank you, 

 
 

Dr Brian Walker MBE 
The Old Rectory, 
Landcross, Bideford, 
Devon EX39 5JA 
 

Tel: 01237 425 068 
Email: hopeis@btinternet.com 


