
General Synod Application….Jeanette Wilmot. 

 

I have only recently returned to the Anglican community having spent the majority of 

my Christian journey within the non-conformist sector of the faith; principally Baptist. 

When the question of the General Synod, of which I knew nothing, arose at a recent 

PCC meeting, I considered what I might have to offer. 

My academic background is a degree in History and Sociology. I completed post 

graduate research in the History of mental health provision.  My history studies have 

provided me with a reasonably good knowledge of the development of the Christian 

church and its social impact; from its beginning to the present day and my 

Sociological background has allowed me to explore different communities, traditions, 

ethnicity, women’s rights and very much more. All of this would be helpful in 

considering where our Church community is going in the future. 

My career included teaching, the above subjects to young adults and adult classes. 

Also as a trained counsellor I ran basic skills counselling courses for adult learners. 

In more recent years I worked for Children’s Social Services with families caring for 

children with so called ‘Special Needs’, interestingly several families expressed 

regret that they felt no longer able to attend church or go to church services because 

their child would not fit into that environment for a variety of reasons. This issue is 

one that I would like to explore. 

I feel that Church must reach out to communities and consider their needs in a 

modern and ever changing world. ‘Messy Church’, which I have been involved in, is 

a good example in my own rural community, I feel. 

I am a ‘hands on’ grandmother who helps with weekly child care so understand the 

pressures that our young working families are experiencing. I have older, young 

adult grandchildren who, sadly, do not attend church, on a regular basis, some 

others not at all; this causes me to consider what would make it more attractive to 

them and what can Christianity offer them in their busy computer, media driven 

world. What is putting them off? 

I have had the privilege of worshipping with many different denominations using 

different modes of worship and find I can be equally at home with loud enthusiastic 

groups, singing contemporary songs as with more traditional forms of worship. I very 

much value the rich tradition the Anglican Church has to offer and the quiet 

contemplative aspect of Christian worship. This may be an advantage when 

considering the future of the Church.  



When my children were teenagers I was involved in running a popular church youth 

club and enjoyed being involved with various activities and in getting to know the 

young people on a one to one basis. 

I am saddened that our church congregations are dwindling steadily and that for the 

majority of the next generation Christianity has little or no relevance. It is, I feel, the 

responsibility of the current membership to try its best to bring Christianity to their 

communities and to encourage and to make it relevant and accessible to them. Not 

by compromise but by being more involved and by being transparent and more 

inclusive.  

 

Summary. 

• I have my academic background in History and Sociology to draw on. 

 

• My teaching experience and the ability to discuss and debate issues. 

 

• My experience with families both in terms of working with families with Special 

Needs children and being a mother of three and a grandmother of six. 

 

• My varied background in belonging to different denominations with a variety of 

styles of worship and teaching.  

 

• A goodish understanding of the Bible, ongoing.  

 

• A desire for Church growth. 

 

• Finally, although I am retired I am not looking for something to fill my time as it 

is full enough already,  if I can offer something towards Reform and Renewal 

within the context of the General Synod I would feel privileged to do so.  

 

 

  


