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First Steps

Cemetery Records Information Policy
Aim and scope of this project

Research previous records

Is site of general or local/family interest?




Background Reading

Guidance for Burial Ground Managers 2005 UK Gov

The Churchyards Handbook 1962-2012 Thomas Cocke

Guidance for the Care, Conservation & Recording of Historic
Graveyards Heritage Council of Ireland




Site Planning

Obtain an accurate plan of site

Carry out a grave site survey

Smaller areas help in identification
Include unmarked plots where known




Software Development

Choose Software - proprietary vs. generic

‘Cemrec’ written in Excel 2007

Alternatives may have graphics issues
Handling of dates before 1900

How much data to include?

Suggested minimum: grave records, photos, biodata




Photography

Photograph each grave in good sunlight
Take shots from two or three angles
Include correlation shots to check locations

Brush powder on faded or worn inscriptions




Graves and Memorial Inscriptions at St. Giles Church Northleigh, Devon as at 18/11/2014
(50° 45' 26 N, 003° 08' 28 W. GRID. 5Y195959)
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Sort | Age |Notes and Weblinks
Year + Registrations from 12/94 are prefived N.




Historical Documents
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In Memeory of

Rifleman

H J Bishop

A/200068, 17th Bn., King's Royal Rifle Corps who died on 21 September 1516

Remembered with Honour
Hebuterne Military Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Cemrec - Summary

* Small rural cemetery (<1000 graves?)
* Planning to computerise records?

* No budget for commercial solutions
* Some Excel experience/expertise

 Time available (2-3 months?)
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